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THE arrival in this country just a few

the muiti-millionaira widow, of St
Louis, who had heen living in Germany
for several years, has brought to light an
interesting situation which, so far as there
is any record, has never hefore actually
existed In history. Although Mrs. Busch,
whoss husband was the famous brewer,
Adolphus Busch, and who is herself the
“Anheuser” of the widely known “An-
heuser-Busch,” Is really the richest widow
in the world, with more than sixty mil
Hlons of dollars {n money and properties,
yet her return to the United States has re-
vealed her as literally a “woman withou!
& country.”

It was not so many years ago that a
great New England clergyman, Edward
Everett Hale, created that classic, "“The
Man Without & Country.” This book be
came famous throughout the world, for
it made 1ts readers realize for the first
time just what- tragedy it would be for
anyons to be without a flag: without tha
patriotic home tles of a nation which he
couid cal] his own; really without a home
amonug all the peoples of the earth,

But no one thought such a thing could
actually happen. It seemed too great a
tragedy to occur to any one in real life., Bur
the war has brought an almost similar
situation to the rich Mrs. Busch, of St
Louls.

Technically, Mrs. Busch is a citizen of

the United States, But part of her vast

estate though, 1s in Germany.
castles, villas,
part of g great
gla. So,
War upon

She owns
stocks and bonds and even
ammunpition plant {n Prus-
when the United States declared
Germany the Prussian Govern-
Busch, who
great Villa Lilly,

ment promptly declared Mrs=
was then living In Lhe
near Herlin, an estate named after her and
presented her by her husband as a golden
wedding gift, to be an allen enemy of her
husband’s fatheriand All her fortune in
Germany was seized by the Government
Even the Jewels deposit
vaults in German banks were taken and
tarned into the German war fund

she kept in safety

The Kalser did not put Mrs. Busch in
prison, or intern her, for she {s more than
seventy vears old and, besides, her hus-
band had been one of the Kaiser's closest
friends. He explained., through his Min
isters, that the selzure of he- property was
regrettable, but unavoldabie, because {f
the Government made an exception in her
case other American citizens who owned
property in Germany would expect the
same consideration

Then Mrs. Busch wanted to return to
America, where she had many more mil
ilons in business properties, residences and
bonds. Bul it was g long tlme before the
German Government would consent to her
departure it had to be .T*.H’.L--ﬂ in a
roundabout way with the State Depart
ment of this country, and that took much
time Mrs. Busch's personal attorney,
Harry Hawes, of St Louls, spent ninas
months in Switzerland completing nego-
tiations for the passage of Mrs. Busch

even after both Governments had given
their consent to her return to America

And then», when the rich widow. whose
family is one of the hest known in the
United BStates, arrived here she was
promptly arrested and held in custody by
this Government, while the Alien Enemy
Property Custedian, A Mitchell Palmer
fasuned orders that all Mrs. Busch's great
American estate, totalling so many mil-
lions that even now its value can only be
guessed at, ba taken over by the United
Rtates on the grounds that Mre. Busch was
ir reality, a resident of Germany. Under
the Custodian's raling the complete title to
all that Mrs. Busch owned in America
gassed, without condition, to the Govern-
ment of the United States, to bs sold,
mortgaged, transferred, managed or ap
sropriated jJust as the Government might
s AL -

In Germany, an enemy alien
and citizen of the United States;
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in America, an enemy alten and
citizen of Germany. Such must
be the standing of the rich Mrs
Busch until one or the other of
the Governments ghauge its
mind. No matter where she
might go in all the world, no
country would allow her to cross
its borders, for none could give
her a passport claiming her as a
citizen. She is not a neutral, for
tha United States, in effect, say
she belongs to Germany, and
Germany has declared that she
belongs to the United Eiates,
She could not even be natural-
jzed In a neutra] country and
thus establish a new citizenship,
for neither the United States nor Germany
could be given by her as her fatherland

Mrs. Busch has sald that she considers
herself an Americar citizen and wants al-
ways to be known as such. This defi-
ritely robs her of all her properties in
(zermany, for that declaration will alwavs
stand against her in Prussia. If the United
States should not accept her protestations
of loyalty to this country after awhile and
give her back her great estates hera, then
Mrs. Busch will lose not only her na-
tionality but her sixty millions of doliars
as well

Just ‘a few years ago Mrs. Buscn was in

the habit of making donations both in Ger-
many and the United States, sometimes
as much as $500000 at a time

Now Mrs. Busch must not even pay her
grocer’s bill without first getting the con-
sent of the Government's custodian of her
property after making a strict accounting
for each dozen eggs and each loaf of
tread. If she aska to spend more of her
money than the Government thinks i ad-
visable, or if she should wish to be ex-
travagant, the Government custodian may
gav, "No; you must be economical!”

Of course, this Government knows =what
it is about. There are reasens for being
very careful, in these dangerous times,
about fully accepting Mrs. Busch's word
that she is a loval citizen of the United
States. Adolphus Busch, her husband, was
elways known to be the most intimate
friend the Garman Kaiser ever had It i=
sald that whenever the Kaiser, in his
vounger days, was hard pressed for cash,
as he often used to be, he would send a
telegram or a cablegram to his friend, the
rich German-American, Herr Busch, and
borrow as many thousands as he needed —
and the report i= that the brewer was
rever in a hurry to get his money | i

Adolphus Buach, the famous brewer, \ s
cne of a familv of twentv-two brothers, all
torn in Mavence-on-the-Rhine. His ances-
tors had been brewers i(n Germany for
many generations. He came to this coun-
try after education in the foremost schools
ol Europe, in 1857, and settled in St. Louls,
His famliv announced he was being sent to
this country to establish an American
Lranch of the family and extend its busi-
ress to the United States.

Mr. Busch enlisted in the Federal army
during the Civil War and served with dis-
tinction He eatablished the Busch brew-
ery in St. Louis and, when he marriad
Miss Lilly Anheuser. daughter of the
wealthy Anheuser family of that city, he
named his beer and his brewery "“An-
beuser-Busch,” in honor of his bride. There
are few trade names in the world better
known than “Anheuser-Busch.”

What are the known facts about Mrs
Busch that make it different to draw up
a balance either in favor of an American
citizenship for her German citizenship

Well—two of her daughters are mar-
ried to officers in the Cerman army
Clara is the wife of Major von Gontard,
who also s the managing director of a
German munitions plant which makes
rifies The Kaiser thought so much of
Frau von Gontard that on January 27
1914, his bdirthday, he made her husband
a Pruskian peer, and elevated him to the
Hounee of Lords. The Crown Prince and
the Crown Princess personally conferred
this honor In their father's name. The
Crown Princess and Frau von Gontard
had by that time become the closest
friends, and it is sald the two womeun are

The Great Busch Breweries in St. Louis,

Largest in the World, Now Oper-

ated by the Governiaent.

inseparable now, while both their hus-
bands are away fighting Americans and

Allies,

The other daughter married to a Ger-
man officer ¢ Wilsimine, whose husband
is General Eduard Sharrer, of the Bavar-
jan Army Corps. General Sharrer was a
lieutenant when the war began, but won

rapid promotion. Prince Rupprecht of Ba.
varia personally conferred a war cross
upon General Sharrer two yvears ago.
Besides these two daughters, more than
& score of Mrs, Busch’s Prussian nephews
and cousina are fighting in the German
army. Before the United States entered
the war her castle, at Bingen-on-the

Rhine, was the rendezvous of many Ger-
man zenerals who were always welcoms
there when they could snatch a few hours
from the front, and a* Villa Lilly, on the
outskirts of Berlin, soclety of the Prussian
capital were constantly entertained in
great gardens which had heen laid out by
an American landscape artise,

It is said by United States authorities
that Mrs. Busch gave more than $1,000,000
to Gfrman war hospitals bhefore we en.
tered the war, and bought many German
war bonds. In this country $400.000 worth
of bonds of the Imperial German Govern-
ment wera purchased for Mrs. Busch while
she still was in Germany, and at the same

time her son, August Busch, purchased
more for himself.

Just outside of St. l.ouis is a magnificent
residence built by Adolphus Busci on the
site of the old cabin home of General
Grant, On “Millionaires’ Row."” in the city
itself, there {s another palatial home be-
longing to the rich widow. At Pasadena,
Cal., the brewer lald out for his wife an
immense estate, with a magnificent palace
in the center, and at Cooperstown, N. Y.,
there is another residence. The Pasadena
Fome I8 valued at $3,000,000: Villa Lilly,
ir Berlin, cost $2,750,000; the "Grant Park"”
home at St. Louis I8 valued at $2.500.000;
the Cooperstown Summer home and its
estate cost $2.000,000. These are the val

ations made by the official appraiser.

In almost every one of these homes thera
is some memento of the Kaiser's friend-
ship for Mr. and Mrs. Busch. In the Pasa-
dena home there is a solid gold table ser-
vice, plates, cups and saucers, great urns
and platters, with a full chest of knives,
forks, spoons, etc —enoucgh to serve for a
large banquet, and on each pilece is the
coat-of-arms of the Hohenzollerns. with an
inseription from Wilhelm I1. to Mr. and
Mrs. Busch in honor of their gol®™n wed-
ding

At the St, Louis home, in “Millionaires’
Row.” there is a chest of madals conferred
by the Kaiser upon Brewer Busch. One of
these is the order of “The Red Eagle,” and
another is the “Order of Philip the Good.”
Either of these orders made Mr. Busch a
Prussian Lord, and gives his widow the
rank of a Peeress of Prussia King Lud-
wig of Bavaria bestowed the title of
Count upon the brewer, who was his close
friend also, and thus Mrs. Busch has the
right to be known as the Countess Lilly
of Bavaria

| these medals and presents from the
Kaiser and other German Kings, including
& boar's head sent tp America as a birth-
day present for the brewer by the Grand
Duke of Hesse, now are in the hands of the
Alien Property Custodian,

Such is the score in favor of Mrs Busch's
lovalty to Germany.
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The Busch Residence in Los Angeles, Naw in Possession of the
United States Government.




